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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Carlos Correa 

Serial No. : (unknown) 

Filing Date: February 14, 2001 ^^C/^tt 
For: A COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY ^^B J g ^ 

2800 S.W. Third Avenue ^/T/Oa/o 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Dear Sir: 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that this correspondence is being deposited 

by United States Express Mail, Label No. EL-053-335-261-US, in an 

envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 

Washington, D.C. 20231, this ^ ^ day of October, 2001. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MALLOY & MALLOY, P. A. 
2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 
(305) 858-8000 




Peter A. M^trSs 
Reg. No. 37,884 



Date 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Carlos Correa 

Serial No.: (unknown) 

Filing Date: February 14, 2001 

For: A COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 




2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 
October Z^r 2001 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 - Attn: Petitions 
Dear Sir: 

PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.182 REQUESTING ENTRY OF 
FEBRUARY 14, 2001 AS THE FILING DATE AND ASSIGN A 
SERIAL NUMBER TO THE ABOVE -REFERENCED CIP PATENT APPLICATION 

The above-identified Continuation-In-Part (CIP) patent 
application was timely filed with the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, on February 14, 2001, via Express Mail in accordance with 
37 C.F.R. 1.10. In particular, the above application was timely 
deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as Express Mail on February 
14, 2001 simultaneously with the mailing of a request for Extension 
of Time on the parent application Serial No. 09/504,355. Although 
the Extension of Time was received and entered -as timely, to date, 
no filing receipt or other confirmation have been received from the 
U.S. Patent Office in connection with the above-referenced 
application. Moreover, we have contacted the Patent Office on 
multiple occasions during the last several months regarding same. 
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and have been continuously informed that the PTO has been 
experiencing a large backlog, and further, not to be alarmed that 
our Express Mail package may not have been entered yet into the PTO 
records. However, considering the forgoing, and in an abundance of 
caution, we believe that this Petition is in order. 

This Petition is being filed because the aforesaid CIP 
application made a claim of priority to a prior filed, then pending 
U.S. patent application, namely Serial No. 09/504,355 filed 
February 15, 2000, which was abandoned as a result of the failure 
to respond to an office action of August 14, 2000. By not 
assigning the correct filing date and a serial number, however, the 
U.S. PTO essentially denies Applicant the claim to priority; and 
the period for filing said patent application with a claim of 
priority has passed. 

Accordingly, this Petition and the accompanying Declaration 
and Exhibits are submitted to request that the true and correct 
filing date of February 14, 2001 be granted to the above-referenced 
patent application. The facts supporting this Petition are clearly 
set forth in the attached Declaration of attorney Peter A. Matos as 
well as by the evidence presented in the Exhibits referred to 
therein . 

WHEREFORE, it is requested that this Petition be promptly 
acted upon and be GRANTED, with the result that the Commissioner 
will enter a filing date of FEBRUARY 14, 2001 and assign a serial 
number to the above-referenced CIP patent application. 

The PTO is directed to charge the filing fee of $130.00 for 
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this Petition to the undersigned's account, see attached Deposit 
Account. Authorization. 




Peter A. Matos 
Reg. No. 37^670 

Dated: ItWiOf 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Carlos Correa 

Serial No.: (unknown) 

Filing Date: February 14, 2001 f^B j ^ 



For: A COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 



2800 S.W, Third Avenue 

Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Dear Sir: 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that this correspondence is being deposited 

by United States Express Mail, Label No. EL~053-335-261-US, in an 

envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 

Washington, D.C. 20231, this ^^2^ day of October, 2001. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MALLOY & MALLOY, P. A. 
2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 
(305) 858-8000 




Reg. No. 37y, 884 

Date: 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant : 



Carlos Correa 



Serial No. : 



(unknown) 



Filing Date: 



February 14, 2001 



For: 



A COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 



2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Dear Sir: 

AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE FEES TO DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge and/or credit 
any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 which may be required by this 
paper to Deposit Account No. 13-1227. Please note that our Docket 
No. is 1.025.01. 



Respectfully submitted. 



MALLOY & MALLOY, P. A. 
2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 




Peter A. Matos 
Reg. No. 37,884 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Carlos Correa 

Serial No. : (unknown) 
Filing Date: February 14, 2001 
For: A COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 

2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Dear Sir: 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that this correspondence is being deposited 

by United States Express Mail, Label No. EL--053-335-261-US, in an 

envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 

Washington, D.C. 20231, this day of October, 2001. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MALLOY & MALLOY, P. A. 
2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 
(305) 858-8000 




Peter A. Matos 
Reg. No. 37,884 



Date: 



F:\MM2001\Pat\App\1025-01 Correa, Charlie\1025 PM Decl Support Petition. wpd 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Carlos Correa 

Serial No.: (unknown) 

Filing Date: February 14, 2001 

For: A COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 

2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 
October lf\ . 2001 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 - Attn: Petitions 
Dear Sir: 

DECLARATION OF PETER A. MATOS IN SUPPORT OF 
PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.182 REQUESTING ENTRY OF 
FEBRUARY 14, 2001 AS THE FILING DATE AND ASSIGNING 
A SERIAL NUMBER TO THE ABOVE-REFERENCED PATENT APPLICATION 

I, Peter A. Matos do declare as follows: 

1. That I am a registered patent attorney. Registration No. 
37,884, and a partner with the firm of Malloy & Malloy, P. A., with 
an address of 2800 S.W. Third Avenue, Miami, Florida 33129. 

2. That on or about early February of 2001, Carlos Correa, 
the inventor/applicant /client of pending U.S. patent application, 
Serial No. 09/504,355, filed on February 15, 2000, for a COMPUTER 
MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY, after consulting with the undersigned 
attorneys instructed us to prepare and file a continuation-in-part 
(CIP) patent application corresponding said U.S. patent 
application, with a claim to priority before the deadline date of 
February 14, 2001. Specifically, we filed a new continuation-in- 
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part patent application, and simultaneously, filed a three (3) 
month extension of time for the parent case SN 09/504, 355, thus 
extending the pendency of the application until February 14, 2001. 

3. That the Patent Examiner assigned to Applicant's parent 
patent application, SN 09/504,355 issued an Office Action dated 
August 14, 2000. See attached Exhibit A. The Examiner set a 
shortened statutory period of three (3) months from the mail date 
in which to file a response. Inclusive of a three (3) month 
extension of time, the absolute deadline for filing a response 
would thus be February 14, 2001 (the date in question in which we 
filed the above-referenced CIP application) . 

4. That on or about earlier February of 2001, in view of the 
Patent Examiner's objections in his August 14, 2000 Office Action, 
the Applicant and undersigned decided to file a three (3) month 
extension of time, and as an alternative of filing an Amendment a 
new continuation-in-part patent application was timely filed on via 
Express Mail on February 14, 2001. 

5. - That a true and complete copy of the following items were 
sent to and acknowledged receipt by the U.S. PTO along with a 
Certificate of Mailing on February 14, 2001 pertaining to SN 
09/504,355: 

i) Certificate of Mailing; 

ii) Extension of Time of Three Months; 

ii) Copy of cancelled check number 10009 for $445.00; 

iii) Post card stamped by the U.S. PTO. 

These documents have been marked as Exhibit B, see attached. 
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6. That a true and complete copy of the following items were 
sent to the U.S. PTO along with a Certificate of Express Mailing on 

February 14, 2001 pertaining to continuation-in-part application of 
SN 09/504,355: 

i) Certificate of Express Mailing; 

ii) Request and Certificate Under 35 U.S.C. 122(b) (2) (B) (i); 

iii) Transmittal Cover Sheet; 

iv) Informal Drawings (15 sheets); 

v) - Patent Application (51 pages) which claims priority to SN 

09/504,355 among other previous parent cases; and 

vi) Inventorship Papers. 

These documents have been marked as Exhibit C, see attached. 

7. That I, together with my secretary, Nancy Cabrera, 
reviewed the entire package of documents containing the 
continuation-in-part patent application and extension of time for 
SN 09/504,355 both simultaneously filed on February 14, 2001. 

8. That on Wednesday, February 14, 2001, well before 5:00 PM, 
I deposited the extension of time and related documents in a 
regular mail deposit slot and the aforesaid Express Mail package 
having Label No. EM-053-334-408-US in a desi<3nated Express Mail 
deposit slot at the U.S. Post Office General Mail Facility located 
at 2200 N.W. 72nd Avenue, Miami, Florida, 33152, which was before 
the 5:00 PM closing time of the Post Office facility and well 
before the 9:00 PM time designated on said Mail Box as the final 
Express Mail pick up time for that day; and further, that I recall 
the events of February 14, 2001 clearly as I had a prior engagement 
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at 5:00 PM on that date, and had to ensure that these specific 
articles of mail were timely deposited before then. 

9. That given the importance to the client of ensuring that 
the aforesaid continuation-in-part patent application was timely 
filed on February 14, 2001 in order to claim priority to U.S. 
Patent Application No. 09/504,355, I regularly communicated with my 
secretary during the months following the filing, and especially 
after the passage of three months, the usual time for receipt of 
the filing receipt from the Patent Office, as to whether any 
communication such as the return post card and/or the Notice of 
Missing Parts from the U.S. PTO had. been received; and further, 
that on several occasions I instructed my secretary to telephone 
the Applicant's Branch and inquire as to the status of the 
aforesaid continuation-in-part application and any steps that 
should be taken on our part, which action I am informed was taken 
by her, and at which time she was repeatedly instructed that the 
PTO has been experiencing a very large backlog, and further, not to 
be alarmed that our Express Mail package may not have been entered 
yet into the PTO records. 

10. That again during the last days of September of 2001, I 
instructed my secretary to continue contacting the clerk of the 
Application's Branch at the U.S. PTO in order to identify the 
reason for the non-receipt of the return post card or filing 
receipt, and I am informed that during that week, she spoke with a 
clerk at the Initial Data Processing (Application Branch) who 
informed her that after a further ''inventor" and ''Express Mail 
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number" search were conducted, the CIP patent application documents 
could still not be found but that, however, there could still be a 
possibility that due to PTO backlog, the information pertaining to 
this CIP application has not yet entered into the PTO records. 

11. That after the extended period during which we were 
informed to wait by the Patent Office, and upon learning that the 
U.S. PTO could still not find the CIP patent application, I further 
instructed my secretary to contact the United States Post Office in 
order to obtain copies of the Express Mail mailing confirmation 
documents, and I am informed that upon contacting the United States 
Post Office, she spoke with a clerk whom informed her that after a 
ninety (90) day period, they are not able to provide us with a 
receipt of the Express Mail because their computer records only 
hold information for that specified time. 

12. That this Petition has been immediately prepared and is 
being submitted via Express Mail to expedite its handling. 

13. That in order for the aforesaid CIP patent application to 
claim priority to U.S. Patent Application No. 09/504, 355, it is 
necessary that the CIP patent application be given its true and 
correct filing date, namely, that of February 14, 2001 and be 
assigned a Serial Number; and that this is the date on which the 
undersigned timely deposited the aforesaid Express Mail package 
with the U.S. Postal Service. 

14. We reiterate that Certificate of Mailing package and 
Express Mail package were both submitted to the Post Office 
simultaneously but for some unknown reason the only package that 
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was entered into the PTO was the first class mail package. 

15. That all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true, and further, that these statements were made 
with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or 
any patent issued thereon. 




Pexer A. Mat OS 
Reg. No. 37,884 
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UNITED STATED DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent an^d Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENI^ AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



09/504, 355 



r 
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Nalloy Z< Malloy P. A. 
280 0 SW Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami FL 33129 



1 .872. 00 



EXAMINER 



l:'UQN6.H 



ARTUNtr 



PAPER NUMBER 



283S 
DATE MAILED: 



08/14/00 



7/ ' f f-fq-^^ 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarlcs 



PTO-90C (Rev. 2/95) 



2 • Mail Copy 



f * • 

Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/504,355 . 


Applioant(8) 


Correa 


Examiner ; - $ 

Hung Duong 


Group Art Unit 
2836 






H 





□ Responsive to communication{s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal ma 
In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1 935 CD. 11 ; 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond 

application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may¥e obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136|a). 




iJtion as to the merits is closed 

nthls), or thirty days, whichever 
period for response will cause the 



Disposition of Claims 
Kl Claim(s) 7-/2 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 
□ aalm(s) 



Kl Claim (s) 7 -72 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing{s) filed on ] is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The propoted drawing correction, filed on is Qipproved Clbisapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. {Series Code/Serial Number) , 

□ received In this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

CS Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PT0';948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 



— S££ OFFICB ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES ^ 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-95) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 2 



Application/Control Number: 09/504:155 Page 2 



Art Unit: 2835 



DETAILED ACTION 



Double Patenting 



1 . The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based ona judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjiistified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 
F.2d 9^7, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer- in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321© may be used,to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b), 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attomey or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-2 of U.S. Patent No. 5,769,378. Although the 
conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because both 
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Art Unit: 2835 

f invention claim a monitor utility assembly comprising: a universal mount base, a generally rigid 
top panel, an upper mount means, the upper mount assembly being further structured to 
overhang the top panel beyond the front surface of the monitor, adjustable side mount means to 
slide. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form tiie 
basis for the rejections under this section madein this Office action: 

^ A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — . 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-9, 1 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Martin 
(US Pat. 5,437,367). 

Regarding claims 1-6, 8-9, 11-12 Martin discloses a monitor utility assembly structured to 
enhance the effectiveness of a computer monitor of the type having a front surface, a rear surface, 
a pair of opposite sides surfaces, a top surface and a bottom surface, the monitor utility assembly 
comprising: a universal mount base 30a, 30b removably attached to the monitor, a generally rigid 
top panel 22, the top panel having a width generally equivalent to at least a width of a screen of a 
monitor, the top panel 22 including a front lip extending along at least a majority of the length of a 
front edge of the top panel 22, the top panel 22 further including two spaced apart side lips each 
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extending along at least a majority of the length of a different side of the top panel 22, an access 
portion formed on the top panel 22 adjacent a rear edge thereof and structured to facilitate 
placement of an article on the top panel 22, the front lip and two side lips being cooperatively 
structured and disposed to retain at least one article placed on the top panel, an upper mount 
assembly 56 structured and disposed to secure the top panel 22 to the universal mount base 30a, 
30b in overlying relation to the top surface of the monitor, and an upper mount assembly 56 being 
further structured to overhang the top panel 22 beyond the front surface of the monitor in order 
to selectively shade and screen the screen on the front surface of the monitor from light and glare. 

^ Claim Rejections '35 use §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wluch forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically, disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7, 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Martin (US 
Pat. 5,437,367). 

Regarding claims 7, 10 Martin discloses all the subject matter of the claimed invention 
except for exteriorly actuatable switch assembly . Although, Martm does not teach the 
actuatable switch assembly. However, exteriorly actuatable switch assembly is considered 
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obviousness. Therefore, it would be obvious to one Of ordinary skill in the art to form 
exteriorly actuatable switch assembly in order to control the console system. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Robinson et al. (US Pat. 5,294,994) teach integrated computer assembly. 
Tao (US Pat. 5,717,566) teaches shade device for notebook computer display screen. 
^ Hong (US Pat. 5,978,21 1) teach stand structure for flat-panel display device with interface 
and speaker. 

Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Hung Duong whose telephone number is (703) 308-4889. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30 to 5:00PM.t 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Leo P. Picard, can be reached on (703) 308-0538. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703)308-7722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0956 . 

HVD 8/3/00. ^^pp,^ 

SupeivisoryPatentExammer 
Technology Center 2800 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Carlos Correa 

Serial No.: 09/504,355 
Filing Date: February 15/ 2000 

For: COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 

Group Art Unit 2835 
Duong, H., Examiner 

2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 3312^9 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D,C. 20231 

Dear Sir: , 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United ' States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D,C. 20231, this 14^ day of February, 2001. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MALLOY &• MALLOY, P. A. 
2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
Miami, Florida 33129 
(305) 858-8000 

PETERA.|l«ATC[| 



Peter A. Matos 
Reg. No. 37,884 

Date: ZiVO^ 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Applicant: Carlos Correa 

Serial No.: 09/504,355 
Filing Date: Fiebruary 15, 2000 

For: COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 

Group Art Unit 2835 
Duong, H., Examiner 

2800 S.W. Third Avenue 
Historic Coral Way 
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1 A COMPUTER MONITOR UTILITY ASSEMBLY 
2 

3 BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

4 Claim of Priority 

5 The present application is a Continuation-In-Part to an 

6 earlier filed United States patent application having Serial No. 

7 09/504,355 which was filed on February 16, 2000, which is a 

8 Continuation to United States patent application having Serial 

9 No. 09/103,194 which was filed on June 23, 1998, which matured 

10 into U.S. Patent No. 6,024,337 on February 15, 2000, which is a 

11 Continuation-In-Part of U.S. patent application Serial No. 

12 08/642,928 whiqh was filed on May 9, 1996, which matured on June 

13 23, 1998 as U.S. Patent No. 5,769,378. 
14 

15 Field of the Invention 

16 The present invention relates to a computer monitor utility 

17 assembly structured to mounted in association with a computer 

18 monitor in order to effectively shield the computer screen from 

19 glare, thereby reducing user eyestrain and fatigue and improving 

20 display readability, provide a convenient additional work or 

21 storage space without occupying substantially more space than 

22 the monitor itself, increasing user privacy, and -conveniently, 

23 selectively and compactly orienting and concealing commonly 

24 required multi-media user accessories, in a single, adjustable, 

25 modular, and convenient to utilize and implement assembly. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

The use of computers in a variety of applications such as 
word processing, accounting, desk-top publishing, computer-aided 
drafting, engineering, programming, and spreadsheets, is now 
widespread. These applications demand continued use of the 
computer for more hours than ever before and have raised 
concerns about user fatigue, eye strain, headaches, neck/back 
muscle tension, and other related undesirable health effects. 
As computer usage in the workplace has increases due to advances 
such as electronic mail, computer ordering/billing, internet 
advertising, computer faxing, and on-line services, reducing an 
employee's computer-related fatigue plays an increasingly vital 
role in enhancing productivity. 

^ A primary source of user eye strain and fatigue relating to 
a computer monitor screen display results from excessive screen 
brightness and glare from external light striking the monitor 
screen. Typically, these lights come from overhead sources and 
are not independently adjustable. To help overcome the effects 
of light striking the monitor surface, many users increase the 
brightness and/or contrast settings on their monitor. Such 
techniques are generally not favorable, however, because in 
addition to dramatically increasing the strain and fatigue on 
the user's eyes, the computer monitor may be damaged by image 
burn-in, a common form of display damage. Moreover, decreasing 
the surrounding room lighting is often not possible due to the 



IG/KI'!2001/1.025.01 



presence of other workers, and is generally not beneficial as a 
computer user must still be able to look to and see other items 
and documents near the computer.. As such, it would be 
beneficial to provide a comprehensive. system that is capable of 
selectively shading the computer monitor screen from excessive 
light and glare so that the user will be able to naturally 
reduce the brightness and contrast settings on his monitor and 
thus extend the monitors useful life while also reducing the 
strain on his/her eyes. Furthermore, such a system should not 
be independently glare producing or glare susceptible, such as 
some vertical screen filters presently available which are 
designed to limit the effects of monitor radiation. Rather, a 
system which permits necessary lighting to be available for all 
required tasks, but still eliminates the glare which 
necessitates manual screen adjustment and compensation is 
preferred. 

An additional consideration often involved in computer use 
relates to those computer applications wherein the user is 
entering or viewing sensitive or confidential information. In 
the workplace, restricted information may consist of something 
as simple as preparing payroll checks. The close proximity of 
computer users in the workplace creates an enhanced demand for 
privacy when the user is dealing with restricted or confidential 
information. Typically a computer monitor screen offers no 
privacy to a user from other users sitting at adjacent 
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computers. Consequently, another user or bystander is able to 
view the monitor screen from either side of the primary user. 
There is therefore a need in today's computer environment to 
provide an assembly which can easily and un-obtrusively maximize 
a user's privacy- Moreover, such a system should be capable of 
effectively operating with a variety of different size and 
configuration monitors. 

Indeed, a natural reason behind the general lack of privacy 
between computer work stations generally relates to the amount 
of space that is often taken up by a computer system, and in 
particular a computer monitor on a worker's desk. In such 
environments wherein a plurality of work stations are arranged 
in close proximity with one another, or even in private offices 
or cubicles, the need for space in proximity to the computer is 
ever increasing. Moreover, as computers become more central to 
the work to be performed, users have a greater need for 
maintaining necessary items and storage in its vicinity for 
convenient access. As a result, another inconvenience 
associated with computer use relates to the increased demand for 
storage space which is either taken up by the computer and its 
peripheral devices, and/or which relates to usage of the 
computer itself. Today, .computers can be adapted to include 
several optional, peripherals such as a microphone, speakers, 
mouse, digitizer pen, scanner, etc., and it is more important 
than ever to utilize space efficiently so as to maximize usable 
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desk space and reduce clutter. As such there is a need for an 
assembly which maximizes the space usage of the computer and 
minimizes peripheral space that is taken up as a result of the 
computer and/or its accessories. Furthermore, such a space 
maximizing and/or storage providing structure should operate in 
conjunction with and should not compromise the glare minimizing 
structure of the system. 

Looking further to the variety of peripheral items which 
are becoming more readily used by computer systems, the general 
nature of these devices often lead to space reduction, clutter 
and/or wire entanglement as they are routinely added to a 
system. In particular, most peripheral items are often added to 
a system gradually, as the user need arises. Because these 
(^evices must necessarily be disposed in association with the 
computer work area and the monitor, typically these devices are 
placed on or around the computer in an overlapping and un- 
organized manner. furthermore, . other items, such as a mouse, 
keyboard, charts, papers, telephone, etc. are often displaced 
into less convenient locations because of the need to have the 
speakers, camera, microphone, etc. in close proximity to the 
monitor. As a result, there is a need for a system which in 
addition to other beneficial characteristics, is also capable of 
operatively orienting a variety of peripheral items in an 
accessible, yet organized, neat, and efficient manner. 
Furthermore, such a system should be capable of expanding with 
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the system, accepting add on peripheral devices and integrating 
them into the organized array of the existing devices. 

It is also noted that a majority of. computer applications 
require a user to constantly refer to a document while typing. 
For example, word-processing, computer-aided drafting, and 
accounting applications require the user to refer to letters, 
drawings, spreadsheets, or like documents while typing. 
Typically the document is placed on a separate document stand 
placed near the computer, or flat on the user's desk and he/she 
must keep adjusting their line of sight between the computer 
monitor screen and the document. Furthermore, a flat document 
cannot be adjustably positioned to avoid excessive light and 
glare. in addition to being very inefficient and adding to the 
(flutter in a work area, this practice significantly increases 
user fatigue due to neck, shoulder, or back muscle tension as 
well as eye strain and related irritation. As to separate 
document stands, they are sometimes difficult to utilize or 
effectively position, especially in circumstances where a user 
has limited work space around their computer on which to place 
and maneuver such a stand into acceptable alignment, especially 
since such free standing devices must necessarily take up some 
space in the work area. 

In addition to use of a computer at a work place, computers 
are more and more frequently being utilized as sales aides, such 
as at a trade show. The computers uses in such a circumstance 
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can range from illustrating new software or. hardware 
capabilities, to demonstrating products and variations of a 
manufacturer which may or may not have anything to do with 
computers. One principal difficulty associated with utilizing 
a computer in those circumstances relates to the limited space 
available. For example, space at a trade show can be quite 
expensive and quite limited for each individual vendor. As a 
result, space considerations may sometimes take precedent over 
the desirability of utilizing a computer display. If, however, 
a system was provide which could maximize the space taken up by 
the computer monitor/display, it would greatly expand the 
effectiveness of the presentation by permitting the use of an 
adequate sized computer display without compromising any other 
|ales considerations such as the use of printed charts and 
photos, and the convenient distribution of product literature. 

Others in the past have attempted to provide items which 
may address some of the problems associated with computer use. 
For example, there are a variety of glare-guarding screen covers 
that are placed in front of the screen to minimize some glare 
and/or guard against screen radiation. . Such devices, however, 
may ultimately make viewing more difficult, can diminish the 
clarity of an image, and cannot be used' with' touch screen 
applications. Furthermore, and as previously mentioned, because 
of the often intense nature of overhead lighting, such existing 
devices often provide a new source off of which the glare can 
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reflect and affect the user's vision. Indeed, while other 
devices generally achieve some glare protection, there is. still 
a need for a device that specifically addresses the problems of 
overhead glare and does so in a space saving and multi-purpose 
fashion such that the need to reduce glare does not compromise 
other necessities associated with the computer work station. 
Also, various external and mounted page holders exist in the 
secretarial field. Such conventional external page holders can 
take up much space directly on the work area, rarely position 
the document in a convenient accessible location next to the 
monitor due to space and size limitations, and generally remain 
in the way if not being used. Moreover, mounted page holders are 
usually either very large and obtrusive, or are substantially 
flimsy so as to not be able to effectively hold multiple 
documents in a convenient location. Indeed, such normal page 
holders typically only hold the documents being worked on and do 
not address the needs of a user as to incoming or outgoing 
documents. Typically a user is left with no other choice than 
to take up further space with an "IN" basket or like structure, 
or they may merely position stacks of papers in. any free area, 
thereby still leaving the need . for convenient and stable 
storage- Generally, nq utility item presently available 
addresses all of . the computer user's needs in a single, solid, 
integrated and . effective design th^t is. capable of expanding to 
suit the needs of the user and/or the type of monitor on which 

a' 
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it will be employed. 

Accordingly, there is a need in the art for a computer 
monitor utility assembly which can significantly reduce 
eyestrain and fatigue, can increase the available workspace in 
the vicinity of the computer monitor, can effectively position 
a document in a readable orientation/ can provide an effective, 
trade show display, can increase user screen privacy, and can 
reduce computer peripheral and cable clutter, all in a single, 
expandable, well, organized . assembly . 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed towards an improved 
computer monitor utility assembly to. be used with a computer 
monitor so as to provide additional work or storage space, 
convenient positioning of documents, increased user privacy, 
reduced user eyestrain and fatigue caused by screen glare, and 
improved display readability, in a single multi-purpose 
assembly. 

The improved computer monitor utility assembly includes a 
universal mount base. The universal mount base -is structured 
and disposed to be securely, yet preferably removably attached 
to the top surface of the monitor. Operatively coupled with the 
universal mount base is a generally rigid top panel. The top 
panel is structured to have a width generally equivalent to a 
width of a screen of the monitor. 



:g/m>;200i/i.025.oi 



The present invention further includes an upper mount 
assembly. Specifically, the upper mount assembly is structured 
to adjustably secure the top panel to the universal mount base, 
and accordingly the monitor, such that the top panel is 
maintained in generally overlying relation with the monitor. 
Moreover, the upper mount assembly preferably overhangs the top 
panel beyond the front surface of the monitor. As a result, the 
top panel preferably provides shielding and shading to the 
screen of the monitor, such as from overhead lighting, so as to 
minimize glare evidenced to a user. 

The upper mount assembly is preferably substantially secure 
and functions to maintain the top panel in a secure relation 
wherein it is capable of supporting a number of items thereon, 
^long these lines, the top panel preferably includes a lip 
disposed at least on a front end thereof. This lip functions to 
maintain items, such as papers, disposed on the top panel 
securely retained, especially if the top panel has a tilted or 
angled orientation. In particular, the top panel is preferably 
structured to achieve forward and backward slided movement 
relative to the mount base. As such, the top panel can 
selectively overhang beyond the front surface of the monitor in 
order to selectively shade a screen on the front surface of the 
monitor from light and. glare to an extent desired by a user. 

Further included with the improved computer monitor utility 
assembly of the present invention are a pair of generally rigid 
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side panels. The side panels are structured to be mounted along 
the opposite side surfaces of the monitor by way of an 
adjustable side mount assembly. The adjustable side mount 
assembly is structured to facilitate mounting of the side panels 
along the opposite side surfaces of monitors of varying widths, 
and also provide for forward and backward slided movement of the 
side panels relative to the mount base. The side panels are 
structured to selectively extend beyond the front surface of the 
monitor, thereby effectively shading the screen on the front 
surface of the monitor from light and side glare, and providing 
substantial screen privacy. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved computer monitor utility assembly which increases a 
user's work or storage space at a computer terminal without 
sacrificing valuable desktop space. 

An added object of the present invention is to pr.ovide a 
utility assembly which provides for the efficient and effective 
integration of a variety of peripheral utility items, such as 
speakers, microphones and video cameras. 

An object of the present invention is to provide a monitor 
utility assembly which is capable of integrating peripheral 
items in a modular sense so as to achieve a variety of 
additional benefits, such as screen shading and storage space, 
while permitting a gradual integration of those additional 
components. 
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A further object of the present invention is to provide a 
monitor utility assembly which is structured to effectively 
store and conceal a variety of peripheral items in a useable and 
convenient manner. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved computer monitor utility assembly which minimizes user 
fatigue, relieves eye stress and strain, and improves monitor 
screen colors arid readability by minimizing the amount of 
external light striking the surf ace . of the monitor screen and 
thereby eliminating undue screen glare. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved computer monitor utility assembly which allows the user 
to adjust the assembly so that he/she can increase or decrease 
^he amount of light striking the surface of the monitor screen 
to a comfortable level. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved computer monitor utility assembly which provides 
enhanced privacy to a user dealing with sensitive, restricted, 
or confidential information. 

An additional object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved computer monitor utility assembly which can 
effectively position a variety of computer utility items in a 
convenient, useable, and space maximizing orientation. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved computer monitor utility assembly which provides a user 

12 . 
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with a convenient and effective sales/informational display by 
including a display easel or informational literature holding 
tray with the monitor display. 

Also an object of the present invention is to provide an 
improved computer monitor utility assembly which maintains all 
external, peripheral wires conveniently arranged and organized. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a fuller understanding of the nature of the present 
invention, reference should be had to the following detailed 
description taken in connection with the accompanying drawings 
in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the front of the 
improved computer monitor assembly ^ attached to a standard 
monitor; 

Figure 2 is a rear perspective view of the improved 

computer monitor assembly attached to a standard monitors- 
Figure 3 is a perspective partial view of the side panel 

mounting to the universal mount base; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing an alternative 

embodiment of the L-shaped members; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the display easel; 
Figure 6 is front view of the improved computer monitor 

assembly with the display easel in place; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment 
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of the improved computer monitor assembly including built in 
speakers; 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment 
of the computer monitor utility assembly including the 
integration of the utility console; 

Figure 9 is a cross section view along line A-A of Fig. 8; 

Figure 10 is a bottom view of the top panel of the present 
invention including the preferred utility console; 

Figure 11 is an isolated rear view of an L-shaped member 
and side panel of the present invention including a track 
structure for adjustment purposes; 

Figure 12 is a ' front view of another embodiment of the 
present invention wherein a front surface of the utility console 
is accessible to the user; 

Figure 13 is a front view of the present invention 
illustrating a removable embodiment of the utility compartment 
disposed on a side panel; 

Figure 14 is a front view of the present invention 
illustrating the utility compartment disposed on a side panel 
including a cover assembly; 

Figure 15 is an isolated view of the utility compartment 
including a storage assembly; 

Figure 16 is an isolated view of the utility compartment 
including a PDA interface port; 

Figure 17 is an isolated view of the utility .compartment 

14 
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including an alternate peripheral interface port; 

Figure 18 is an isolated view of the utility compartment 
including an adjustable panel therein; 

Figure 19 is an isolated view of the adjustable panel to be 
disposed in the utility compartment; 

Figure 20 is a front view of the universal mount bracket 
including a cantilever bracket; 

Figure 21 is a side view of the cantilever bracket 
structure; 

Figure 22 is a front, view of an embodiment of the top panel 
and utility console; 

Figure 23 is a fear view of the embodiment of Figure 22; 

Figure 24 is a top view of the embodiment of Figure 22; 
^ Figure 25 is a bottom view of the embodiment of Figure 22; 

Figure 26 is an isolated bottom view of the top panel 
structured to accommodate a removable utility console; 

Figure 27 is a top view of an embodiment of the utility 
console including a storage compartment; 

Figure 28 is an isolated side view of the utility 
compartment of Figure 27; 

Figure 29 is a rear view of an alternate embodiment of the 
removable utility console; 

Figure 30 is an interior view of one embodiment of the 
utility console; 

Figure 31 is a side view of the present invention including 

15 
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a secondary support panel; 

Figure 32 is an isolated side view of the secondary support 

panels- 
Figure 33 is a front view of an embodiment of the page 

holder including an illumination assembly; and 

Figure/ 34 is an illustration of an alternate embodiment of 

the side panels. 

Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the 

several views of the drawings., .^/.u 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Shown throughout the figures, the present invention is 
directed towards an improved computer monitor utility assembly, 
generally indicated as 10. The improved computer monitor 
utility assembly 10 is structured to be utilized on a computer 
monitor 15 so as to provide a variety of utility and convenience 
features in a single, consolidated, multi-purpose assembly that 
can be adapted and expanded as required by a user. Generally, 
the computer monitor 15 with which the improved computer monitor 
utility assembly 10 of the present invention is to be used is of 
a standard configuration including a front surface 20, on which 
the screen display 26 is located, a rear surface 21, a pair of 
opposite side surfaces 22 and 23, a top surface 24 and a bottom 
surface 25. Furthermore, the standard monitor 15 is usually of 
the type which can swivel and pivot to provide for convenient 

16 
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orientation of the display screen 26 for the user. As such, the 
improved computer monitor utility assembly 10 is structured not 
to hinder or interfere with that screen adjustment by a user. 
Additionally, it is noted, that especially, but not necessarily 
when the cantilever bracket 230 of Figures 20 and 21 is used, 
the present invention may be secured to a thin monitor, such as 
a flat screen monitor or a monitor that forms part of a laptop 
or portable computer assembly. 

Turning to the computer monitor utility assembly 10 itself, 
it includes a universal mount base -30. The universal mount base 
30 is structured and disposed to preferably be removably, yet 
securely attached to the top surface 24 of the monitor 15, in a 
preferably centrally disposed orientation . Moreover , the 
universal mount base 30 is preferably secured generally near the 
front surface 20 of the monitor 15 and is structured to provide 
the primary secured engagement between the computer monitor 
utility assembly 10 and the monitor 15. Preferably, the 
universal mount base 30 is a substantially rigid, elongate 
member, and is. secured to the monitor 15 by way of a 
substantially high density hook and loop fastener pad 46. The 
individual portions of the hook and loop fastener pad 46 are 
correspondingly secured irj a substantially strong manner, by an 
adhesive or equivalently secure fastening structure, to the 
universal mount base 30 and to the top surface 24 of the monitor 
15 such that they may be correspondingly secured together with 
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the high density construction thereof maintaining the 
substantially secure yet removable connection. Of course, other 
more integral attachments including screws, clips, direct 
molding, adhesives and/or brackets may also be used. Also, as in 
the embodiment of Figures 20 and 21, an additional mounting 
structure may be provided, such as the illustrated cantilever 
bracket 230. As indicated, such additional mounting structure 
is especially beneficial for use with thinner monitors wherein 
a surface area for engagement is reduced. Preferably one or more 
of the cantilever mount brackets 230 are provided and may be 
disposed to extend along the front and/or rear surface of the 
monitor, so as to prevent tipping of the computer monitor 
utility assembly 10 under weight. AS such, a front and rear 
engagement, while not required may be preferred. Furthermore, 
each of the cantilever brackets 230 preferably includes a 
contact segment 231 that actually engages the monitor, the 
contact segment 231 is preferably soft in nature so as to engage 
the monitor, allow for tightening, such as by adjusting the 
angle of the cantilever bracket 230, and not damage the monitor. 

The computer monitor utility assembly 10 of the present 
invention further includes a top panel 110. The top panel 110 
is structured to be secured in overlying relation atop the 
monitor as best shown in figures 1 and 2. In the preferred 
embodiment, the top panel 110 is generally rigid and has a width 
generally equivalent to a width of at least the screen 26 of the 
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monitor 15. Of. course, this may vary. Furthermore, the top 
panel 110 is structured such that it may overhang beyond the 
front surface 20 of the monitor in order to selectively shade 
the screen 26 on the front surface 20 of the monitor 15 from 
light and glare. 

Specifically, the top panel 110 is secured to the universal 
mount base 30 in overlying relation atop the monitor 15 by way 
of an upper mount assembly 40. The upper mount assembly 40, 
which may be incorporated with the universal mount base and 
therefore can be secured directly to the monitor 15 is 
structured to preferably provide pivotal as well as forward and 
backward sliding movement of the top panel 110 relative to the 
monitor 15. As such, the top panel 110 can be variably 
positioned in a desired shading orientation by the user. 
Indeed, by overhanging the top panel 110 substantially beyond 
the front surface of the monitor 15, direct overhead lighting 
can be substantially blocked, and a clearer, less eye straining 
image can be viewed. This is dramatically unlike conventional 
vertical shades that attempt to provide textured or other 
material configurations which if they reduce the glare can often 
reduce the quality and/or crispness of the image to the user. 
Of course, it is noted that some radiation screens can be 
effective for alternative purposes, and the present invention 
permits such devices to be utilized while also reducing the 
glare that may result from light reflection off of the screen 
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shield itself. 

In addition to achieve an effective degree of shading to 
the screen 26 of the monitor 15,. the top panel 110 also address 
the important need to maximize the available space at a work 
area. In particular, the upper mount assembly 40 is structured 
to securely retain the top panel in an orientation and with 
sufficient strength such that a number of articles, such as 
papers and the like can be supportably retained on the top panel 
110. This secure retention of the documents is also done at a 
generally elevated position above the screen 26 of the monitor 
15 such that documents or other articles disposed thereon do not 
interfere with the viewing of the screen 26. Additionally, the 
top panel 110 preferably includes a lip 112 extending along a 
^ront edge 111 thereof. The lip 112 functions to substantially 
retain the notebooks, letters, documents, fliers, or similar 
materials which are placed on the top panel 110 in a convenient, 
out of the way, space maximizing, accessible location. Indeed, 
this lip 112 is especially beneficial because of the general 
desirability to maintain the top panel ilO in preferably a 
downwardly sloped orientation towards' the front edge 111, as 
best shown in figure 1, thereby maximizing the shading to be 
achieved thereby. Also, this downwardly sloped orientation also 
facilitates access and/or viewing of the articles on the top 
platform 110 by the user, without substantial risk of those 
documents obscuring the user's view and/or sliding off onto the 
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user. The top panel 110 may also include raised lips on its 
side edges, as shown in figures 1 and 2, so that items placed on 
the top panel 110 cannpt slide off the sides. 

As yet another alternative^ and looking to Figures 25, 31 
and 32, a secondary support panel 282 may also be provided. The 
secondary support panel 282 is structured to be secured to the 
top panel 110 so as to provide additional storage area and 
define a two tiered configuration. Although the secondary 
support panel 282 may be fixedly and/or integrally formed with 
the top panel 110, in the illustrated embodiment the secondary 
support panel 282 is removably secured, such as by a track 
assembly 280. In particular, the track assembly 280 includes 
cooperating structure on the secondary support panel 282 and the 
^op panel 110, such as on its underside. Accordingly, the 
secondary support panel 282 may be slid in place and provided as 
an add on if additional storage area is required. It is 
understood that alternate mounting structure may be provided, 
and. the dimension as well as the number of tiers and 
compartments provided by the secondary support panel 282 may 
vary as needed. 

As indicated, the upper mount assembly preferably secures 
the top panel 110 in a , generally elevated or spaced apart 
relation above the monitor 15. As a result, a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, as illustrated in Figures 
8-10, 12-14 and 22-30, incorporate a utility console 150. The 
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Utility console 150 is structured to at least partially contain 
a plurality of peripheral components often used with computer 
systems. For example, in the preferred embodiment, the utility 
console 150 integrates and/or at least partially contains a 
speaker assembly, a microphone 60 and/or a computer video camera 
70.. As illustrated, the utility console 150 is preferably a 
contained housing that is secured to an underside of the top 
panel 110, such as by a series of tracks 151 into which the 
utility console may slide for appropriate positioning. Although 
a fixed mounting of the utility console is contemplated, the 
illustrated removable securement of the utility console 150' is 
preferred so as to achieve a modular type of assembly wherein 
one or more peripheral items can be added at a time, thereby 
^llowing for future expansion as needed, while still maintaining 
an organized and contained structure. 

In the preferred embodiment of the utility console 150, the 
speaker assembly includes a pair of speakers 123" that are 
audibly disposed in relation to the monitor 15 by the utility 
console 150. Preferably, the speakers 123" are mounted within 
the utility console itself so as to be well contained and 
compact. As a result, if removal or addition of speakers is 
required, such as during expansion, repair or replacement, the 
utility console can be removed and the speakers can be easily 
accessed at once. Moreover, such a configuration allows for a 
complete upgrade of peripheral items by removing the entire 
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Utility console and replacing it with a new one having upgraded 
or additional peripheral items. As illustrated in Figure 10, 
the speakers 123" are preferably concealed within the utility 
console 150, but are preferably audible through a pair of 
screens 125 disposed in a bottom surface of the utility console 
150, preferably near a front end thereof. As a result, and 
because the upper mount assembly maintains the top panel 110 to 
which the utility console 150 is secured generally elevated 
above the monitor 15, the screens 125, and possibly one or more 
internal baffles, direct the audio signal towards the screen 26 
and front of the monitor for focused listening by the user. 
Indeed, because the top panel 110 is structured to overhang the 
monitor 15 so as to shade' the screen 26, the screens 125 through 
^hich the speakers are primarily heard are focused onto the work 
area and are quite effective. Of course, auxiliary speakers can 
be easily connected to the primary speaker assembly, such as 
through one or more auxiliary ports, and/or other speaker 
assemblies as will be described subsequently can be integrated 
into the system, especially those systems which include more 
than the top panel 110 as a primary component. 

As indicated, the utility console 150 also preferably 
accommodates a microphone 60. Increasingly, more and more 
applications require some form of audio input, and the advent of 
advanced computer telephony has made microphones a necessity in 
many operating systems. The utility console 150 of the present 
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invention includes the microphone 60, either internally, or 
externally mounted, such as by a plurality of brackets 61. 
Moreover, the microphone 60 is preferably mounted in such a 
manner that it may be extended or retracted as needed by the 
user. Specifically, it is understood that the microphone may 
not be required in many circumstances. As a result, when not in 
use the microphone may present an obstacle or inconvenience to 
the normal use of the computer. The system of the present 
invention is structured such that when not in use, the 
microphone 60 can be retracted beneath the top panel 110 and 
thereby positioned out of the way. Alternatively, when use of 
the microphone 60 is required, and its retracted position does 
not provide sufficient proximity to pick up the necessary input, 
l^he microphone 60 can be pulled outward so as to extend from the 
from of the top panel 110 and be more effectively positioned 
relative to the user. Of course, the microphone 60 could also 
be adjustable so as to be angled downward or more towards the 
user with a variety of bendable, or adjustable designs. 

As yet another embodiment, a transceiver 242, such as for 
wired or wireless communication with a headset 243 may be 
provided. As such, the headset includes a microphone and speaker 
as part thereof. Furthermore, one or more USB ports 250 that 
are preferably externally accessible by the user and are in 
communicative association with a corresponding USB processor of 
the computer, may also be provided. Accordingly, easier 
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accommodation and connection of certain peripheral devices may 
be achieved. Of course, internal connectivity to the USB port 
may also be provided, as ma be beneficial with certain alternate 
embodiments as will be described in connection with the side 
panels. 

Looking to Figures 27 and 28, as yet another alternative, 
the removable utility console 150' may include instead of or in 
addition to the various electronic components, a storage 
compartment 236. The storage compartment 236 may be open and 
concealed by the top panel 110, or^ may include a lid as in the 
figures . 

As indicated, the top panel 110 preferably includes a lip 
112 along its from edge to retain articles disposed on the top 
panel 110. In a preferred embodiment, as illustrated in figures 
8-10, the lip 112' at preferably the front edge of the top panel 
110 may be structured to extend beneath the top panel 110. It 
is noted that while the preferred embodiment includes the lip 
112' of unitary construction both above and below the top panel 
110, it is understood that separate construction with an upper, 
and a lower portion of the lip is also contemplated. Returning 
to the preferred embodiment, the lip 112' extends beneath the 
top panel 110 and is preferably disposed so as to confront and 
generally conceal the utility console 150 from direct view, 
indeed defining a front surface thereof. In particular, the 
preferred embodiment of the utility assembly incorporates a 



:G/MM2001/i .025.01 



slided introduction of the utility console 150 with the top 
panel 110. In such an embodiment, the utility console slides 
into abutting engagement with the portion of the lip 112' that 
extends beneath the top panel 110, As a result, the utility 
console 150 is effectively contained, and a more uniform 
appearance is achieved. Furthermore, the lip 112' preferably 
includes a series of apertures which function to permit the 
exterior actuation of the peripheral items, such as the speaker 
assembly, microphone, etc. For example, the lip 112 ' is 
preferably configured such that a portion, such as an exteriorly 
actuatable switch assembly 126, of the speaker assembly 
protrudes therethrough. Preferably the switch assembly 126 
includes an on/off and/or volume control switch. Of course, a 
^eries of other plugs, such as a headphone jack 128 or auxiliary 
speaker/input jacks can also be incorporated and accessible 
through the lip 112'. Additionally, in the preferred embodiment 
wherein the retractable microphone 60 is integrated, the lip 
112* preferably includes an aperture through which the 
microphone 60 extends as needed, or into which a stationary 
microphone can be built. This is a similar case with a computer 
video camera 70 which preferably extends from the . utility 
console 150 and projects through the lip 112' into viewing of 
the user utilizing the computer. Of course, it is noted that 
other utility items, such as a power switch and the like 
associated with the utility console can also be structured to 
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protrude through the lip 112'. Furthermore, the precise 
positioning of each peripheral item along the lip 112' can be 
varied. For example, it may be desirable to center the video 
camera 70. Also, because of the preferred modular structure of 
the utility console 150 the apertures through which the various 
items protrude through the lip 112' can be pre-'formed, with a 
series of caps, plates or other covers being disposed in 
covering relation thereon until use of that opening or port is 
desired. Similarly, one or more ports or outlets can be 
provided at a rear or side of the utility console, as needed to 
support or add peripheral items. Along these lines, the utility 
console 150 preferably includes a single cable outlet through 
which all of the cable as connections of the peripheral items 
^an extend into connection with the CPU and a power source. As 
illustrated a cable sleeve 90 is preferably provided so as to 
prevent entanglement of the various wires. Also, although a 
central power terminal is preferably provided in the- utility 
console 50 for all of the peripheral items, the power connection 
to a conventional power source or the CPU preferably also 
extends within the cable sleeve 90. Alternately, if a front 
mounting of the utility console 150 is desired, the front 
surface of the utility console as defined by the lip may be 
integral with the utility console, thereby defining the 
aforementioned bottom portion of the lip. Also, it is noted that 
the top panel need not be provided in all embodiments such that 
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the upper portion of the lip is not required. 

Looking further to a preferred embodiment of the upper 
mount assembly 40, it preferably includes a pair of bracket 
members 41 extending upwardly from the universal mount base 30 
in generally spaced apart relation from one another, as shown in 
figure 3. Further/ the bracket members 41 each preferably 
include an aperture 43 formed therein. Disposed in generally 
adjacent, abutting engagement with the bracket members 41, and 
included as part of the upper mount assembly 40, are a pair of 
flanges 42. The flanges 42 are disposed in generally spaced 
apart relation ■ from one another, preferably to substantially 
correspond the spacing between the bracket members 41, and are 
secured to and extend downwardly from the top panel 110. 
Ej^oreover, each flange 42 preferably includes an elongate slot 44 
defined therein. The bracket members 41 and flanges 42 are 
disposed relative to one another such that at least one, but 
preferably a pair of fastener elements 45 can extend through 
each of the apertures 43 in the bracket members 41 and through 
each corresponding slot 44 of the flanges 42. As such, the 
flange 42 is able to pivot and slide relative to the bracket 
members 41, and the top panel 110 correspondingly slides and 
pivots relative to the moujit base 30 so that its position can be 
adjusted. Further, tightening or loosening of the fastener 
elements 45, such as through the use of bolts and nuts, can 
effectively secure the top panel in a desired position until 
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adjustment is needed. With regard to the upper mount assembly 
40, it is noted that the bracket members may be configured with 
elongate slots in addition to or instead of the elongate slots 
being disposed on the flanges alone. 

A preferred embodiment of the improved computer monitor 
utility assembly 10 of the present invention further includes a 
pair of generally rigid side panels 120. The side panels 120 
are structured and disposed to extend along the opposite side 
surfaces 22 and 23 of the monitor 15, and to selectively extend 
beyond the front surface 20 of the monitor 15. Accordingly, the 
side panels 120 substantially shade the monitor screen 26 from 
light and side glare, and provide a user with screen privacy. In 
particular, by reducing the amount of light striking the monitor 
screen 26, the fatigue and strain upon a user's eyes is reduced 
due to the improvement in the colors an(d readability of the 
monitor screen 26. Furthermore, by effectively shading the 
monitor from screen glare a user can reduce the monitor 
brightness and contrast level settings. Along with 

significantly reducing the strain on a user's eyes, lowering the 
intensity of the monitor screen's brightness and contrast levels 
also helps protect the monitor' from image burn-in, the most 

... . * ^.v./ ' t. >. , ^ 

common ^orgi of cjisplay daiijage. ' • ; v--^ ^• * 

the side panels 120 are secured along the opposite side 
surfaces 22 and 23 of the monitor preferably by way of an 
adjustable side moiinj: assembly ^Q, The adjustable sifdg mount 
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assembly 50 is structured to provide forward and backward slided 
movement of the side panels 120 relative to the mount base 30. 
Accordingly, a user is able, to adjust the side panels 120 to 
either increase or limit the amount of light striking the 
monitor screen 26. Moreover, if only a single side of the 
monitor's location results in . the glare or requires privacy, 
each of the side panels 120 can be independently positioned to 
provide more or less shading. 

The adjustable side mount assembly 50 preferably includes 
a pair of generally L-shaped members 51. The L-shaped members 
51 are structured to variably extend from opposite ends of the 
mount base 30 and include both a horizontal leg 52 and a 
downwardly depending vertical leg 53. The horizontal leg 52 is 
|tructured to be adjustably secured to the universal mount base 
30, and as such, a length thereof permits appropriate, 
adjustable positioning of the side panels 120 along the sides of 
monitors of varying sizes. As to the downwardly depending 
vertical leg 53 of each L-shaped member 51, it extends 
downwardly along a corresponding side surface 22 or 23 of the 
monitor 15 and is secured to a corresponding side panel 120. 

In a first preferred embodiment, each of the vertical legs 
53 of the L-shaped members. 51 includes a bore 54 formed therein, 
and each of the side panels 120 includes a slot 55 formed 
therein. As such, the side panels are disposed in abutting 
relation with the vertical legs 53 of the L-shaped members 51 
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such that each of the slots 55 overlies a corresponding one of 
the bores 54 for receipt of a fastener element 56 therethrough. 
As such, relative slided movement of the side panels 120 is 
achieved. It should be noted that the slot may be equivalently 
be disposed in the vertical legs either in addition to or in 
place of the slot in the side panels. Further, any alternative 
configurations, such as a mating track and ridge or alternative 
sliding guide member may be equivalently implemented so long as 
it provides for slided movement of the side panels 120 relative 
to the monitor 15. For example, as best seen in figures 8 and 
11, a track structure may be provided on the vertical legs 53 of 
the L-shaped members 51 and on the interior of the side panels 
120. In the preferred embodiment, a pair of outwardly 
protruding track elements 55' mate with a pair of inwardly 
protruding track elements 56', thereby maintaining alignment and 
retention of the side panels 120 upon slided movement thereof. 

As previously recited,, the horizontal leg 52 of each of the 
L-shaped members 51 is preferably structured to be adjustably 
secured to the universal mount base 30. Accordingly, in the 
preferred embodiment, the universal mount base 30 includes a 
generally tubular member 47 structured and disposed to receive 
the horizontal leg 52 of .each of the L-shaped members 51 into 
opposite sides thereof. In a preferred embodiment, the 
adjustable side mount assembly 50 includes an elongate slot 57 
formed in the horizontal leg 52 of each of the L-shaped members 



51. A fastener element 31 extends from, the universal mount base 
30 through each of the elongate slots 57 in the horizontal legs 

52, thereby providing for variable spacing of the vertical legs 
53 of the L-shaped. members 51 relative to the universal mount 
base 30. Similarly, in an alternative embodiment, the 
horizontal legs 52 of the L-shaped members 51 may include a 
plurality of spaced openings. 59 rather than a single elongate 
slot 57. The spaced openings 59 will be structured to 
selectively receive an adjustable positioning element 31 secured 
to the universal mount base 30. Still, however, it is seen that 
mere frictional engagement between the horizontal legs 52 of the 
L-shaped members 51 and the universal mount base 30 may also 
achieve secured, adjustable interconnection. 

^ Looking to Figure 34, in yet another embodiment of the side 
panel 290, a main segment 291 of the side panel 290 may be non- 
movably, yet possibly removably, secured to the universal mount 
base. To provide a varied degree of shading, an extension 
segment 292 is adjustable secured to the main segment 291. 
Although a varied number of adjustable interconnections may be 
defined, in the illustrated embodiment, a track structure 293 
may be provided. 

Further included with the improved computer monitor utility 
assembly 10 in a preferred embodiment is at. least one adjustably 
positionable page holder assembly 130. The page holder assembly 
130 is configured to increase desktop space and reduce neck 
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stress and fatigue by suspending documents at eye level for 
viewing or data-entry purposes. The page holder assembly 130 
preferably adjusts to different angles and heights to allow the 
user to view a document in the best lighting and glare-reducing 
perspective and maximum user comfort, and may fully retract 
along a side of the monitor when not in use. Moreover, the page 
holder assembly 130 is structured to extend the page forward 
such that a document is visible despite the extended positioning 
of the side panels 120 in a shading orientation. 

The page holder assembly 130. includes primarily a holder 
panel 131. The holder panel 131 is structured and disposed to 
be movable between a retracted and operative position. In the 
retracted position, the holder panel 131 extends along the side 
surface 22 or 23 of the monitor 15. In the operative position, 
however, the holder panel 131 is suspended generally adjacent 
the front surface 20 of the monitor so that a document disposed 
on the holder panel 131 is easily viewable by a user viewing the 
front surface 20 of the computer monitor as best shown in figure 
1. In the preferred embodiment, the page holder assembly 130 
also includes an elongate, rigid, generally L-shaped support rod 
132. The support rod 132 is pivotally secured preferably to the 
horizontal leg 52 of an L-shaped member 51 or directly to the 
universal mount base and is adjustably secured to the holder 
panel 131 so that the holder panel 131 is adjustably suspended 
in an operative position. Alternatively, when not in use, the 
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support rod 132 permits the holder panel 131 to completely 
swivel out of the way into a retracted position flush against 
the computer monitor. Moreover, the holder panel 131 includes a 
support assembly 133 structured and disposed to support an 
article such as loose documents or a legal pad visibly on the 
holder panel 131. The support assembly 133 may include a 
clipboard type of clamp located at the top or bottom or even 
both ends of the holder panel 131, or alternatively as a lip at 
a lower edge of the holder panel 131. 

Additionally, as in Figure 33,- an illumination assembly 270 
may be provided so as to illuminate an article on the page 
holder assembly 130. The illumination assembly 270 may include 
a small lamp, which it is recognized, may be secured at any part 
<jf the present computer monitor utility assembly 10. 

In an alternative embodiment, the top panel 110 of the 
improved computer monitor utility assembly 10 is structured and 
disposed so that it can securely support a display easel 140 to 
facilitate the visible presentation of various display articles 
over the monitor 15. In particular, the display easel 140 
preferably includes a pair of hinged panels 141 and 142 which 
are hingedly secured to one another along their respective top 
edges. At least one of the hinged panels 141 and 142 includes 
a lower edge cutout 143 which is structured and disposed to 
facilitate the secured engagement of the front panel 142 with 
the lip 112 on the front edge 111 of the top panel 110, and may 
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even be structured to permit informational papers to be 
accessibly contained thereunder. In the preferred embodiment, 
the display easel 140 is at least partially translucent and 
includes back lighting means 144 structured and disposed to back 
light any display articles disposed on the easel 140. 

The computer monitor utility assembly 10 may also be' 
configured so as to be fully adaptable and accommodating to the 
various computer peripherals offered in the industry in a 
variety of alternative manners. Consistent with the theme to 
increase functional workplace, the improved computer monitor 
assembly 10 is designed to support various computer cables and 
peripherals in a manner which frees usable desk space and. 
reduces overall clutter. As such, the improved computer monitor 
utility assembly 10 may include a computer microphone 60 
adjustably and operatively secured preferably to one of the side 
panels 120. Although a smaller microphone may be included for 
mounting to any portion of the assembly, in the preferred 
embodiment an elongate, swivelable microphone will be included 
such that it may extend from the side panel 120 towards the. user 
when necessary. Moreover, an alterative embodiment of the 
improved computer monitor utility assembly 10 may also include 
a computer video camera 70 adjustably mounted in a similar 
manner to one of the side panels 120 or beneath the top panel 
110 so as to effectively capture a person utilizing the 
computer. 
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1 Further, the improved computer monitor utility assembly 10 

2 ' may include a speaker mount assembly 121 on each of the side 

3 panels 120. The speaker mount assembly 121 is structured and 

4 disposed to provide for the removable mounting of external 

5 computer speakers 123 onto the side panels 120. In this 

6 embodiment, the speaker mount assembly 121 will be secured by . 

7 way of a high density hook and loop fastener pad 122 matingly 

8 disposed on each of the external computer speakers 123 and each 

9 of the side panels 120. It is understood, however, that a mount 

10 bracket may also be included as a- speaker mount assembly 121, 

11 and in fact the speakers 123 may be integrally mounted with the • 

12 side panels 120. 

13 Furthermore, in another alternative embodiment, the 

14 c^omputer speakers 123' may be integrally molded . into the side 

15 panels 120, as illustrated in figure 7, Such a configuration 

16 permits a narrower, more finished profile to be achieved and 

17 facilitates internal wiring and greater stability. Similarly, 

18 a plurality of plugs or jacks for facilitated connection to 

19 various types of external component plugs, or switches and 

20 controls, such as a volume control may also be molded or 

21 otherwise secured to one or both of the side panels 120. In 

22 this regard, one switch , preferably includes an audio mode 

23 selection switch 127. The audio mode selection switch 127 is 

24 structured to permit a user to select between normal audio and 

25 "personal sound", audio. Specifically, in some instances, the 
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normal volume of external speakers may be to great, and too 
difficult for the computer user to hear if kept too low, and/or 
privacy may sometimes be desired with regard to the audio being 
heard. As such, as a further embodiment of the present 
invention, a pair of interior, focused speakers 123" may be 
included and disposed on an interior surface of one or both side 
panels 120. Accordingly, when both side panels are disposed so 
as to shield the monitor screen, a low level audio can be 
focused directly at the user. Subsequently, merely by actuating 
the audio mode selection switch 127 normal audio can be re- 
established. 

As can be appreciated, in any multi-media computer set up, 
a number of peripheral cables are included and directed towards 
the CPU. In order to conveniently direct and store those 
various peripheral cables utilized, in a preferred embodiment, 
the side panels 120 preferably include at least one aperture 124 
formed therein which is structured to receive any peripheral or 
utility cable 80 extending from a utility item disposed on the 
side panel 120. As such, the aperture facilitates the 
concealed, organized passage of any utility cables along the L- 
shaped members 51 to the universal mount base 30, such as by 
clips and the like. Also,, in the preferred embodiment, a cable 
sleeve 90 extends from the mount base 30 and is structured to 
receive all of the utility cables 80 and provide organized 
passage of the utility cables 80 towards the rear surface 21 of 
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the monitor. Furthermore, a transformer 100 may be secured to 
the mount base 30 so as to receive corresponding utility cables 
80 therein and direct a single power cable to the power supply. 

Looking to Figures 13-19, if desired,, one or more utility 
compartments 210 may be secured to one or both side segment 120. 
The utility compartment 210 may be integrally secured arid or 
completely removable relative to the side panel 120. Further, in 
the illustrated embodiment, a cover assembly 212 may be provided 
so as to at least temporarily conceal an 'interior 214 • of the 
utility compartment 210. The cover assembly 212 may be hingedly 
secured to the side panel 120, as illustrated, so as to allow 
for opening and closing, or it may be completely removably, such 
as using pins, clips, clamps, magnets, etc. Moreover, the cover 
assembly 212 itself may define and contain the interior 214 as 
an independent structure or with cooperating structure on the 
side panel. Further, as illustrated, a lock assembly 216 may be 
provided so as to secure the utility compartment 210 and 
maintain articles disposed therein. 

Looking to Figure 15, a storage assembly 218 may be defined 
in the utility compartment 2210. The storage assembly 218 may be 
fixed or removable and may be provide in a variety of 
configurations depending upon the needs of the user. Also, the 
storage assembly 218 may be secured to the side panel 120 or to 
the cover assembly 212. As in figures 18 and 19, however, if 
even further storage and/or functionality is required, one or 
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more adjustable panels 224 may be disposed in the utility 
compartment 210, These adjustable panels 224 may be hingedly 
secured in place so as to allow selective access to the 
components on each one . Moreover, a peg board or other 
adjustable structure may be provided so as to allow for 
variability in the. positioning and orientation of the one or 
more storage assemblies 218 or other components. With regard to 
alternate components that may be provided in the utility 
compartment 210 . with or without the storage assembly 218, a 
peripheral interface port 220, 220 V may be provided. The 
peripheral interface port 220, 220' is preferably 
communicatively associated with the computer processor assembly, 
such as directly or via- a USB or other port in the utility 
console 150, thereby providing convenient functionality at the 
side panel (s) 120. Looking to Figure 16, the peripheral 
interface port includes a PDA interface port 220, such as a 
docking and/or re-charging cradle. As such, a standard PDA 
(personal digital assistant) may be effectively interfaced and 
maintained in a conveniently accessible location. As in the 
embodiment of Figure 17, the peripheral interface may relate to 
any of a variety of peripherals, including a cellular telephone 
221', computer pointer, tape drive, etc. 

Since many modifications, variations and changes in detail 
can be made to the described preferred embodiment of the 
invention, it is intended that all matters in the foregoing 
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description and shown in the. accompanying drawings be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Thus, 
the scope of the invention should be determined by the appended 
claims and their legal, equivalents. 

Now that the invention has been described. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. To enhance the effectiveness of a computer monitor of 
the type having a pair of primary surfaces, including a front 
surface and a rear surface, a pair of opposite side surfaces, a 
top surface and a bottom surface, a monitor utility assembly 
comprising: 

a universal mount base structured and disposed to be 
securely attached to the monitor, 
a generally rigid top panel, 

an upper mount assembly structured and disposed to secure 
said top panel to said mount base, in overlying relation atop 
the monitor, 

said upper, mount assembly being further structured to 
overhang said top panel beyond the front surface of the monitor 
in order to selectively shade and screen a screen on the front 
surface of the monitor from light and glare, 

a utility console, said utility console disposed between 
said universal mount base and said upper mount assembly;. 

said utility console including a front surface accessible 
by a user; and 

said top panel including a lip. disposed at least on a front 
edge thereof, said lip being structured and disposed to retain 
at least one article placed on said top panel. 

2. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 
wherein said utility console includes a speaker 
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assembly. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 
wherein said utility console. .includes a USB processor 
and at least one USB port externally accessible, by the 
user, said USB processor being communicatively 
associated with a computer processor assembly 
associated with the monitor. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 
Wherein said utility console includes a transceiver 
disposed therein, said transceiver operatively 
associated with a corresponding peripheral device. 
The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 4 
wherein said peripheral device includes a wireless 
headset. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 5 
wherein said wireless headset includes a microphone. 
The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 5 
wherein said wireless headset includes a speaker. 
The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 
wherein said utility console includes a camera 
assembly, a lens of said camera assembly exposed via 
said front surface. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 
wherein said utility console is at least partially 
removable . 
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1 10. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 9 

2 wherein said utility console includes a storage 

3 compartment. 

4 11. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 

5 wherein said universal mount base is structured to be 

6 at least partially secured at the top surface. of the 

7 monitor. 

8 12- The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 11 

9 wherein said universal mount base includes a 
10 cantilever bracket structured to engage one of said 

.11 primary surfaces of a thin monitor so as help maintain 

12 engagement therebetween. 

13 13. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 

14 further comprising a secondary support panel, said 

15 secondary support panel structured to be disposed in 

16 spaced apart relation above said top panel so as to 

17 support an article thereon. 

18 14. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 13 

19 wherein said secondary support panel is removably 

20 secured to said top panel. 

21 15. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 13 

22 wherein said top panel and said secondary support 

23 panel are removably secured with one another by a 

24 track assembly. 

25 16. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 15 
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1 wherein said track' assembly is at least partially 

2 disposed on an underside of said top panel. 

3 17. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 

4 further comprising a pair of generally rigid side 

5 panels, said side panels structured and disposed to at 

6 least partially shield a side of the screen of the 

7 monitor. 

8 18. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 17 

9 further comprising an adjustable side mount assembly 
^0 structured and disposed to provide forward and 
.11 backward, slided movement of said side panels such 

12 that said side panels selectively extend beyond the 

13 front surface of the monitor. 

14 ^ 19. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 17 

15 further comprising an illumination assembly 

16 operatively secured to at least one of said side 

17 panels. 

18 20. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 17 

19 further comprising a utility compartment defined on at 

20 least one of said side panels. 

21 21. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 20 

22 wherein said utility compartment includes a cover 

23 assembly structured to at least temporarily enclose an 

24 interior of. said utility compartment.. 

25 22. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 21 
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further including a lock assembly structured to secure 
said cover assembly in a closed orientation on said 
utility compartment. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 20 
wherein said utility compartment includes a PDA 
interface port disposed ' therein/ said PDA port 
structured to receive a PDA communicatively associated 
therewith. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 23 
wherein said PDA interface port is communicatively 
associated with a computer, processor assembly 
associated with the monitor. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 20 
wherein said utility compartment includes a peripheral 
interface communicatively associated with a computer 
processor assembly associated with the monitor and 
structured to receive a peripheral device 
communicatively associated therewith. 
The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 20 
wherein said utility compartment includes a storage 
assembly. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 20 
wherein said utility compartment includes a plurality 
of adjustable panels defined therein, each of said 
panels structured to receive a utility item 
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1 functionally secured thereto. 

2 ' 28. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 1 

3 further including at least one adjustably positionable 

4 page holder assembly, said page holder assembly 

5 including a holder panel and being structured and 

6 disposed to be movjeable" between a retracted position, 

7 wherein said holder panel extends along the side 

8 surface of the monitor, and an operative position, 

9 wherein said holder panel is operatively suspended 

10 generally adjacent the front; surface of the monitor 

11 such that an article supportably disposed on said 

12 holder panel is easily viewable by a user viewing the 

13 front surface of the monitor. 

14 ^29. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 28 

15 Further comprising an illumination assembly 

16 operatively secured to said page holder assembly. 

17 30. To enhance the effectiveness of a computer monitor of 

18 the type having a pair of primary surfaces, including 

19 a front surface and a rear surface, a pair of opposite 

20 side surfaces, a top surface and a bottom surface, a 

21 monitor utility assembly comprising: 

22 a universal mount l?ase structured and disposed to be 

23 securely attached to the monitor, 

xaid univefisaitiiiditiyt cfa a xsqle, said utility console secured to said 
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said utility console including a front surface accessible 
by a user; 

a pair of generally rigid side panels, said side panels 
structured and disposed to at least partially shield a side of 
a screen of the monitor; and 

an adjustable side mount assembly structured and disposed 
to provide forward and backward, slided movement of said side 
panels such that said side panels selectively extend beyond the 
front surface of the monitor. 

31. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 30 
wherein said side mount assembly is structured to vary 
a spacing ' between said side panels so as to 
accommodate monitors of varying widths. 
^ 32. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
wherein said utility console includes a speaker 
assembly. 

33. The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
wherein said utility console includes a USB processor 
and at least one USB port externally accessible by the 
user, said USB processor being communicatively 
associated with a computer processor assembly 
associated with ^the monitor. 

34. The monitor utility assembly as. recited in claim 31 
wherein said utility console includes a transceiver 
disposed therein, said transceiver operatively 



associated with a corresponding peripheral device. 
The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 34 
wherein said peripheral device includes a wireless 
headset. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
wherein said utility cbnsple includes a camera 
assembly, a lens of said camera assembly exposed via 
said front surface. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
wherein said utility console is at least partially 
removable . 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 37 
wherein said utility console includes a storage 
compartment . 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
wherein said universal mount base is structured to be 
at least partially secured, at the top surface of the 
monitor. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 39 
wherein said universal mount base includes a 
cantilever bracket structured to engage one of said 
primary surfaces, of a thin monitor so as help maintain 
engagement therebetween. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
further comprising an illumination assembly 
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operatively secured to at least one of said side 
panels . 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
further including at least one adjustably positionable 
page holder assembly, said page holder assembly 
including a holder panel arid being structured and 
disposed to be moveable between a retracted position, 
wherein said holder panel . extends along the side 
surface of the monitor, and an operative position, 
wherein said holder panel is operatively suspended 
generally adjacent the front surface of the monitor 
such that an article supportably disposed on said 
holder panel is easily viewable by a user viewing the 
front surface of the monitor. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 31 
further comprising a generally rigid top panel 
structured to be disposed in overlying relation atop 
the monitor. 

The monitor utility assembly as recited in claim 43 
further comprising an upper mount assembly structured 
and disposed to secure said top panel to said mount 
base, said upper, mount assembly being further 
structured to overhang said top panel beyond the front 
surface of the monitor in order to selectively shade 
and screen a screen on the front surface of the 



IG/MM2001/1 .025.01 



monitor from light and glare. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The present invention is directed towards a computer 
monitor utility assembly to be used with a standard computer 
monitor. The computer monitor utility assembly includes 
primarily a universal mount base which is structured and 
disposed to be removably, yet securely attached to the top 
surface of the monitor, and to a generally rigid top panel 
having a width generally equivalent to a width of a screen of 
the monitor. The top panel is adjustably secured to the mount 
base in overlying relation atop the monitor and so as to be able 
to slide forward and backward relative to the mount base, 
thereby selectively overhanging beyond the front surface of the 
monitor and providing shade to the monitor screen from light and 
^lare. Further, the improved computer monitor utility assembly 
includes a utility console. The utility console is structured 
to effectively and operatively contain a plurality of peripheral 
articles, such as computer speakers, a microphone or a camera in 
an operative and modular fashion that permits facilitated 
expansion or modification of the system capacities. The utility 
console is secured to the top panel and is concealed by a lip of 
the front panel so as to provide a concealed and aesthetically 
pleasing appearance, while still providing necessary 
accessibility for use of the peripheral components integrated 
with the utility console. 
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is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 
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Application Serial No. 
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